THE   DANISH   WAR
still in French hands. Should he resist Alexander,
or should he join him? He could not make up
his mind; but his people made it up for him.
They spontaneously rose and welcomed the Russian
deliverer. Soon Berlin and other big cities were
cleared of their French garrisons. Napoleon with-
drew into Saxony, where he managed in a marvellous
manner to collect an army of 150,000 men. With
this force he defeated the German nationalists at
Liitzen (May 2nd) and Bautzen (May 2Oth), and so
secured a breathing space in his retreat.
In the summer of 1813 there was nothing that
Napoleon desired so much as a truce in which to
recover from the shattering blows of the Russian
debacle and the Prussian revolt. In these circum-
stances he welcomed an offer of mediation from his
father-in-law, the Emperor Francis, who was guided
in this crisis by the incomparably astute Metternich.
Mettemich drew up the terms of a suggested settle-
ment which he knew Napoleon could not accept;
terms which, as a matter of fact, Napoleon rejected
with insult and fury. In words which express the
convictions of all military dictators, he said: *My
reign will not oudast the day when I have ceased
to be strong, and therefore to be feared.' His
rejection of Metternich's terms gave Austria the
excuse that she desired. She broke away from
France and joined Russia and Prussia in the War
of Liberation. Great Britain, of course, already at
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